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first among mentally defective children, and one of her

Lef interests is the health and physicalfreedom of children,

^ecially those of the earliest age. After qualifying as a

ctor at the University of Rome, she worked in a psychia-

c clinic and became interested in feeble-minded children.

ie came to the conclusion that they needed education even

are than medical treatment. For two years (1898-1900)

e ran a school for such children, working in it herself and

lining teachers for the work. Her experience led her to the

ilief that the methods which she had found most success-

1 in dealing with feeble-minded children would be quite

)plicable to those who were normal, and that ordinary

tools needed the sort of transformation which she had

rcomplished in her own 'special' school,1 At last there

ccurred an opportunity of putting her theories to the test.

n association which was dealing with the housing problem

i Romeproposed that each tenement shouldhave attached to

. a school in which the children, between the ages of three

ad seven, would be under the supervision of a teacher who

rould also live in the tenement. Dr. Montessori was invited

3 co-operate in the scheme. The first Casa dei Bambini, or

Children's House/ was opened in 1907; and although the

speriment ksted only till 1911, it amply proved the success

f Montessori methods in the case of normal children.

[Taese methods are based on sense-training, and, like

?roebel, Dr. Montessori lays stress on the use of pieces of

ipparatus which she has devised. The child is also given

:omplete freedom and there are no class-methods. The

:eacher*s part is to observe and direct, but not control.

Dr. Montessorifeelsthatundermodern conditions, especially

where the mother has to go out to work, the home cannot

educate properly, and, if so, the school must make good the

deficiencies. The Children's House was designed to "com-

1 Compare the views of Mr. D-uncaa (see The 'Education of the Ordinary Cbtlefy.